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Until recently, policy evaluation has mostly meant assessing whether government programs raise reading
levels, decrease teen pregnancy rates, improve air quality levels, lower drunk-driving rates, or achieve any of
the other goals that government programs are ostensibly created to do. Whether or not such programs also
have consequences with respect to future demands for government action and whether government programs
can heighten—or dampen—citizen involvement in civic activities are questions that are typically overlooked.

This book applies such questions to local government. Employing policy feedback theory to a series of local
government programs, Elaine B. Sharp shows that these programs do have consequences with respect to
citizens' political participation. Unlike other feedback theory investigations, which tend to focus on federal
government programs, Sharp’s looks at a broad range of policy at the local level, including community
policing programs, economic development for businesses, and neighborhood empowerment programs.

With this clear-eyed analysis, Sharp findsthat local governments' social program activities actually dampen
participation of the have-nots, while cities' development programs reinforce the political involvement of
aready-privileged business interests. Meanwhile, iconic urban programs such as community policing and
broader programs of neighborhood empowerment fail to enhance civic engagement or build socia capita at
the neighborhood level; at worst, they have the potential to deepen divisions—especially racial
divisions—that undercut urban neighborhoods.
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From reader reviews:
Mark Cabrera:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the erathat is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Does L ocal Government
Matter?. How Urban Palicies Shape Civic Engagement (Globalization and Community) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need
inthisera.

Judy Young:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possihilities will not happen inside you if you take Does Local Government Matter?: How Urban
Policies Shape Civic Engagement (Globalization and Community) as your daily resource information.

Annetta Doucette:

The particular book Does Local Government Matter?: How Urban Policies Shape Civic Engagement
(Globalization and Community) will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author styleto
elucidate the ideais very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you.
The book Does Local Government Matter?: How Urban Policies Shape Civic Engagement (Globalization
and Community) is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Robert Rascoe;

The reserve untitled Does Local Government Matter?. How Urban Policies Shape Civic Engagement
(Globalization and Community) is the reserve that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of
the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The author was did alot of study when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of Does
Local Government Matter?: How Urban Policies Shape Civic Engagement (Globalization and Community)
from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.
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