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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, University of
Tubingen (Institut für Amerikanistik), course: Literary Transcendentalism, 15 entries in the bibliography,
language: English, abstract: Ralph Waldo Emerson today is known as one of the leading figures of the
American transcendentalist movement. After his studies at Harvard Divinity School he became minister at
Second Church in Boston. In 1832, he decided to give up his original profession as a Unitarian Minister,
when he realized that he did not agree anymore with the views of the Christian Church which proclaimed
that Jesus was the only real prophet, and that revelation is something which is already over (cf. Woodlief).
Emerson especially made his opinion clear concerning these views in his provocative lecture and essay
“Divinity School Address”. Instead of his religious profession as a minister, he then pursued a career as an
orator, a writer, and a poet, but still then religion played an important role in his life, and religious influence
can be seen throughout his writings.
Emerson regarded the person of the poet as one of the most important and greatest figures among men. He
refers to the poet, his abilities and his importance in many of his works like “Nature”, Representative Men
and “The American Scholar”. He even dedicated a whole essay, which is called “The Poet”, to this topic. In
this essay he reflects upon the person and the importance of the poet as well as his poetry which he also
considered as highly significant for men.
This essay will show that Emerson’s concept of the poet plays a central role in his idea of how men can gain
insight into the secrets and the truths of the world and how they can regain access to the Oversoul. It will do
so, by especially focusing on the works mentioned above. At first, it will look at Emerson’s understanding of
the terms “poet” and “poetry” which serves as a basis for the following exploration of the poet’s functions as
representative, Seer, Prophet and Namer or Language-maker. Afterwards, the poet’s role in society in
general and especially his importance for America, on the basis of his functions, is analyzed. In the last part,
Emerson’s idea of the “perfect” poet and his value for society is described before the essay finishes with a
concluding statement.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Williams:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Ralph Waldo
Emerson's concept of poetry and the poet? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have other opinion?

Willard Griffin:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Ralph Waldo Emerson's
concept of poetry and the poet is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Melvin Bragg:

The actual book Ralph Waldo Emerson's concept of poetry and the poet will bring that you the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you
try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Ralph Waldo Emerson's concept of
poetry and the poet is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Harvey Lee:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is
this Ralph Waldo Emerson's concept of poetry and the poet.
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