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In The Intellectual History and Rabbinic Culture of Medieval Ashkenaz, author Ephraim Kanarfogel
challenges the dominant perception that medieval Ashkenazic rabbinic scholarship was lacking in
intellectualism or broad scholarly interests. While cultural interaction between Jews and Christians in
western Europe was less than that of Sephardic Jews, Kanarfogel's study shows that the intellectual interests
of Ashkenazic rabbinic figures were much broader than Talmudic studies alone.

Kanarfogel begins by highlighting several factors that have contributed to relatively narrow perceptions of
Ashkenazic rabbinic culture and argues that the Tosafists, and Ashkenazic rabbinic scholarship more
generally, advocated a wide definition of the truths that could be discovered through Torah study. He
explores differences in talmudic and halakhic studies between the Tosafist centers of northern France and
Germany, delves into aspects of biblical interpretation in each region, and identifies important Tosafists and
rabbinic figures. Kanarfogel also examines the composition of liturgical poetry (piyyut) by Tosafists, interest
in forms of (white) magic and mysticism on the part of a number of northern French Tosafists, and a
spectrum of views on the question of anthropomorphism and messianism.

Overall, Kanarfogel demonstrates that the approach taken by Tosafists was broader, more open, and more
multi-disciplinary than previously considered. Medieval and Jewish history scholars will appreciate
Kanarfogel's volume, which is the culmination of several decades of research on the subject.
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From reader reviews:

Gina Melton:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Intellectual History and Rabbinic Culture of
Medieval Ashkenaz as the daily resource information.

Patrick Perkins:

This book untitled The Intellectual History and Rabbinic Culture of Medieval Ashkenaz to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it through
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

George Seal:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you reading a
book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character types do it
anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Intellectual History and
Rabbinic Culture of Medieval Ashkenaz, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Diane Joiner:

The Intellectual History and Rabbinic Culture of Medieval Ashkenaz can be one of your starter books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
The Intellectual History and Rabbinic Culture of Medieval Ashkenaz however doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.
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