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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject American Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1,0, University of
Vienna (Anglistik & Amerikanistik), course: Introductory Seminar / Linguistics - Phonetics & Phonology, 10
entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Like all living languages, English is continually
changing as new words, pronunciations, grammatical structures and word meanings arise and eventually
supplement or replace old ones. This means that every linguistic branch, from morphology and phonology to
syntax and semantics is subject to change. In North American English, pronunciation is the most active arena
for language change. In the last few decades, researchers have identified various pronunciation changes that
are in progress in different parts of the United States (Gordon 2001: 2-3).
Towards the end of the 20th century, William Labov, an American linguist, overruled the methods of
traditional dialectology depending on lexical variation and claimed that “regional diversity is increasing as a
result of opposing movements within vowel systems” (Labov, Ash & Boberg 2005: 18). In other words, the
divergent developments in American English dialects are attributable to the operation of chain shifts moving
the phonetic values of vowels in radically different directions. In these complex rotations, whole sets or
subsystems of vowels reverse their relative positions to each other, whereby phones representing one
phoneme in one dialect represent an entirely different phoneme in another (Labov 1991: 3).
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From reader reviews:

Linda Henderson:

This book untitled A comparison of the Northern Cities Shift and the Southern Shift in vowel pronunciation
by American English speakers to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because when
you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop
or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-
book from your list.

Mary Fleeman:

Beside this particular A comparison of the Northern Cities Shift and the Southern Shift in vowel
pronunciation by American English speakers in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't become
worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have A comparison of the
Northern Cities Shift and the Southern Shift in vowel pronunciation by American English speakers because
this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Esther Cunningham:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular A comparison of the Northern Cities Shift
and the Southern Shift in vowel pronunciation by American English speakers can give you a lot of pals
because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? We should have A comparison of the Northern Cities Shift and the Southern Shift in
vowel pronunciation by American English speakers.

Patricia Beall:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and A comparison of the Northern Cities Shift
and the Southern Shift in vowel pronunciation by American English speakers or even others sources were
given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their



knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes A comparison of the Northern
Cities Shift and the Southern Shift in vowel pronunciation by American English speakers to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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