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A re-discovered masterpiece of reporting by a literary icon and a celebrated photographer

In 1941, James Agee and Walker Evans published Let Us Now Praise Famous Men, a 400-page prose
symphony about three tenant farming families in Hale County, Alabama, at the height of the Great
Depression. The book shattered journalistic and literary conventions. Critic Lionel Trilling called it the
“most realistic and most important moral effort of our American generation.” 

The origins of Agee and Evans’s famous collaboration date back to an assignment for Fortune magazine,
which sent them to Alabama in the summer of 1936 to report a story that was never published. Some have
assumed that Fortune’s editors shelved the story because of the unconventional style that marked Famous
Men, and for years the original report was presumed lost.

But fifty years after Agee’s death, a trove of his manuscripts turned out to include a typescript labeled
“Cotton Tenants.” Once examined, the pages made it clear that Agee had in fact written a masterly, 30,000-
word report for Fortune.

Published here for the first time, and accompanied by thirty of Walker Evans’s historic photos, Cotton
Tenants is an eloquent report of three families struggling through desperate times. Indeed, Agee’s dispatch
remains relevant as one of the most honest explorations of poverty in America ever attempted and as a
foundational document of long-form reporting. As the novelist Adam Haslett writes in an introduction, it is
“a poet’s brief for the prosecution of economic and social injustice.”
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From reader reviews:

Errol Sawyer:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Cotton Tenants: Three Families. Try to make the book Cotton Tenants:
Three Families as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Archie Beard:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Cotton Tenants:
Three Families. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Carrie Francis:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a publication. The book Cotton Tenants: Three Families it is rather good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply
to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Patricia Ramirez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Cotton Tenants: Three Families reserve
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Cotton Tenants: Three Families as good book not
simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its
include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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