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Single-parent families succeed. Within these families children thrive, develop, and grow, just as they do in a
variety of family structures. Tragically, they must do so in the face of powerful legal and social stigma that
works to undermine them.

As Nancy E. Dowd argues in this bold and original book, the justifications for stigmatizing single-parent
families are founded largely on myths, myths used to rationalize harshly punitive social policies. Children, in
increasing numbers, bear the brunt of those policies. In this generation, more than two-thirds of all children
will spend some time in a single-parent family before reaching age 18. The damage done in the name of
justified stigma, therefore, harms a great many children.

Dowd details the primary justifications for stigmatizing single-parent families, marshalling an impressive
array of resources about single parents that portray a very different picture of these families. She describes
them in all their forms, with particular attention to the differential treatment given never-married and
divorced single parents, and to the impact of gender, race, and class. Emphasizing that all families face
significant conflicts between work and family responsibilities, Dowd argues many two-parent families, in
fact, function as single-parent caregiving households. The success or failure of families, she contends, has
little to do with form. Many of the problems faced by single-parent families mirror problems faced by all
families.

Illustrating the harmful impact of current laws concerning divorce, welfare, and employment, Dowd makes a
powerful case for centering policy around the welfare and equality of all children. A thought-provoking
examination of the stereotypes, realities and possibilities of single-parent families, In Defense of Single-
Parent Families asks us to consider the true purpose or goal of a family.
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From reader reviews:

Sheilah Harvey:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for all of us. The book In Defense of Single-Parent Families had been making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The e-book In Defense of Single-Parent Families is not only giving you much more new information but also
for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship using the book In Defense of Single-Parent Families. You never sense lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Gary Lafountain:

The particular book In Defense of Single-Parent Families has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after reading this book.

Lawrence Sawyer:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book In Defense of Single-Parent Families was vibrant
and of course has pictures around. As we know that book In Defense of Single-Parent Families has many
kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you
are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.

Kent Walker:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book
In Defense of Single-Parent Families we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For
being creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life by this book In Defense of Single-Parent Families. You can more
desirable than now.
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