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Gail R. Benjamin reaches beyond predictable images of authoritarian Japanese educators and automaton
schoolchildren to show the advantages and disadvantages of a system remarkably different from the
American one... --The New York Times Book Review

Americans regard the Japanese educational system and the lives of Japanese children with a mixture of awe
and indignance. We respect a system that produces higher literacy rates and superior math skills, but we
reject the excesses of a system that leaves children with little free time and few outlets for creativity and self-
expression.

In Japanese Lessons, Gail R. Benjamin recounts her experiences as a American parent with two children in
a Japanese elementary school. An anthropologist, Benjamin successfully weds the roles of observer and
parent, illuminating the strengths of the Japanese system and suggesting ways in which Americans might
learn from it.

With an anthropologist's keen eye, Benjamin takes us through a full year in a Japanese public elementary
school, bringing us into the classroom with its comforting structure, lively participation, varied teaching
styles, and non-authoritarian teachers. We follow the children on class trips and Sports Days and through the
rigors of summer vacation homework. We share the experiences of her young son and daughter as they react
to Japanese schools, friends, and teachers. Through Benjamin we learn what it means to be a mother in
Japan--how minute details, such as the way mothers prepare lunches for children, reflect cultural
understandings of family and education.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Eiland:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Japanese Lessons: A Year in a
Japanese School Through the Eyes of An American Anthropologist and Her Children will make you to be
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you
think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like
that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Amanda Grant:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on guardería until university need this Japanese Lessons: A Year in a Japanese School
Through the Eyes of An American Anthropologist and Her Children to read.

Lauren Allison:

This Japanese Lessons: A Year in a Japanese School Through the Eyes of An American Anthropologist and
Her Children book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you obtain by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This specific Japanese Lessons: A Year in a
Japanese School Through the Eyes of An American Anthropologist and Her Children without we recognize
teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Japanese Lessons: A Year in a Japanese School Through the Eyes of An American Anthropologist and Her
Children can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Japanese Lessons: A Year in a Japanese
School Through the Eyes of An American Anthropologist and Her Children having excellent arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Donald Vermillion:

Japanese Lessons: A Year in a Japanese School Through the Eyes of An American Anthropologist and Her
Children can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into



satisfaction arrangement in writing Japanese Lessons: A Year in a Japanese School Through the Eyes of An
American Anthropologist and Her Children nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.
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