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Mainstream historians in recent decades have often treated formal categories and rules as something to be
'used' by individuals, as one might use a stick or stone, and the gains of an earlier legal history are often
needlessly set aside. Anthropologists, meanwhile, have treated rules as analytic errors and categories as an
imposition by outside powers or by analysts, leaving a very thin notion of 'practice' as the stuff of social life.
Philosophy of an older vintage,
as well as the work of scholars such as Charles Taylor, provides fresh approaches when applied
imaginatively to cases beyond the traditional ground of modern Europe and North America. Not only are
different kinds of rules and categories open to examination, but the very notion of a rule can be
explored more deeply.

This volume approaches rules and categories as constitutive of action and hence of social life, but also as
providing means of criticism and imagination. A general theoretical framework is derived from analytical
philosophy, from Wittgenstein to his critics and beyond, and from recent legal thinkers such as Schauer and
Waldron. Case-studies are presented from a broad range of periods and regions, from Amazonia via northern
Chad, Tibet, and medieval Russia to the scholarly worlds of Roman law,
Islam, and Classical India. As the third volume in the Legalism series, this collection draws on common
themes that run throughout the first two volumes: Legalism: Anthropology and History and Legalism:
Community and Justice, consolidating them in a framework that suggests a new approach to rule-bound
systems.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Wing:

The book Legalism: Rules and Categories can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book Legalism: Rules and
Categories? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Legalism: Rules
and Categories has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the
enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

William Hickman:

This Legalism: Rules and Categories are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Legalism: Rules and Categories can be one of many great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with
information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Legalism:
Rules and Categories giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Chad Jones:

Legalism: Rules and Categories can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Legalism: Rules and Categories
nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage
of crucial considering.

Tommy Worm:

You will get this Legalism: Rules and Categories by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are
various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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