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Lincoln's death, like hislife, was an event of epic proportions. When the president was struck down at his
moment of triumph, writes Merrill Peterson, "sorrow--indescribable sorrow" swept the nation. After lying in
state in Washington, Lincoln's body was carried by a special funeral train to Springfield, lllinois, stopping in
major cities along the way; perhaps a million people viewed the remains as memorial orations rang out and
the world chorused its sincere condolences. It was the apotheosis of the martyred President--the beginning of
the transformation of a man into amythic hero.

In Lincoln in American Memory, historian Merrill Peterson provides a fascinating history of Lincoln's place
in the American imagination from the hour of his death to the present. In tracing the changing image of
Lincoln through time, this wide-ranging account offersinsight into the evolution and struggles of American
politics and society--and into the character of Lincoln himself. Westerners, Easterners, even Southerners
were caught up in the idealization of the late President, reshaping his memory and laying claim to his mantle,
as hiswidow, son, memorial builders, and memorabilia collectors fought over hisvisible legacy. Peterson
also looks at the complex responses of blacks to the memory of Lincoln, asthey moved from exultation at
the end of dlavery to the harsh reality of free life amid deep poverty and segregation; at more than one
memorial event for the great emancipator, the author notes, blacks were excluded. He makes an engaging
examination of the flood of reminiscences and biographies, from Lincoln's old law partner William H.
Herndon to Carl Sandburg and beyond. Serious historians were late in coming to the topic; for decades the
myth-makers sought to shape the image of the hero President to suit their own agendas. He was made a voice
of prohibition, a saloon-keeper, an infidel, a devout Christian, the first Bull Moose Progressive, a military
blunderer and (after the First World War) amilitary genius, awhite supremacist (according to D.W. Griffith
and other Southern admirers), and a touchstone for the civil rights movement. Through it all, Peterson traces
five principal images of Lincoln: the savior of the Union, the great emancipator, man of the people, first
American, and self-made man. In identifying these archetypes, he tells us much not only of Lincoln but of
our own identity as a people.
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From reader reviews:
Larry Hudgens:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students since they are still students or thisfor all peoplein the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Lincoln in American Memory. All
type of book isit possible to see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other socia
media.

Michael Hollinger:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Lincolnin
American Memory suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically
the book untitled Lincoln in American Memoryis asingle of several books which everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you awide range of information
about thisworld now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Kim Adams;

The book with title Lincoln in American Memory posesses alot of information that you can understand it.
You can get alot of help after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in
this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to understand how
the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the
e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Allison Morales:

Lincoln in American Memory can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend
that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminol ogy,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Lincoln in American Memory yet
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial imagining.
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