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Magic Lantern Empire examines German colonialism as a mass cultural and political phenomenon unfolding
at the center of a nascent, conflicted German modernity. John Phillip Short draws together strands of
propaganda and visual culture, science and fantasy to show how colonialism developed as a contested form
of knowledge that both reproduced and blurred class difference in Germany, initiating the masses into a
modern market worldview. A nuanced account of how ordinary Germans understood and articulated the idea
of empire, this book draws on a diverse range of sources: police files, spy reports, pulp novels, popular
science writing, daily newspapers, and both official and private archives.

In Short's historical narrative-peopled by fantasists and fabulists, by impresarios and amateur photographers,
by ex-soldiers and rank-and-file socialists, by the luckless and bored along the margins of German society-
colonialism emerges in metropolitan Germany through a dialectic of science and enchantment within the
context of sharp class conflict. He begins with the organized colonial movement, with its expert scientific
and associational structures and emphatic exclusion of the "masses." He then turns to the grassroots
colonialism that thrived among the lower classes, who experienced empire through dime novels, wax
museums, and panoramas. Finally, he examines the ambivalent posture of Germany's socialists, who
mounted a trenchant critique of colonialism, while in their reading rooms workers spun imperial fantasies. It
was from these conflicts, Short argues, that there first emerged in the early twentieth century a modern
German sense of the global.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Owens:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Magic Lantern Empire: Colonialism
and Society in Germany is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Kevin Ostby:

Magic Lantern Empire: Colonialism and Society in Germany can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Magic Lantern Empire: Colonialism and Society in Germany yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Marjorie Thompson:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in
the top list in your reading list is usually Magic Lantern Empire: Colonialism and Society in Germany. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person.
By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Billie Gould:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve Magic Lantern Empire: Colonialism and Society in Germany was filled
about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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