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For centuries the island of Taiwan, 100 miles off the Asian mainland, has been a crossroads for traders and
settlers, pirates and military schemers from around the world. Unlike China, with its long tradition of
keeping foreigners out, Taiwan has a long history of interaction, both hostile and friendly, with other
seafaring nations near and far. "Maritime Taiwan" captures the full drama and details of this remarkable
history. It's filled with fascinating stories of foreign adventurers and echoes the bitter songs of Taiwan's
aboriginal population, confronted by the convergence of different maritime cultures and values on the
island.Here are accounts of the legendary pirate Koxinga, the Chinese junk trade, the mighty Dutch East
India Company, British opium traders and Scottish tea merchants, Jesuit priests and Presbyterian
missionaries, A French fleet commander, a Japanese colonial administrator, an American aid official, and
many more. Here too is an extraordinary view of Taiwan over the centuries, as its distinct identity, culture,
and values were shaped by its unique history. Today, with a population of only 23 million, Taiwan is the
world's nineteenth largest economy, a vibrant, relatively free society on the strategic route between China
and Southeast Asia. Maritime Taiwan also discusses the significant impact of American military, economic,
educational, and technological aid on Taiwan's developments and addresses the island's continued
importance in maintaining the U.S. hegemony in East Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Gilbert Johnson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a e-book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Maritime Taiwan: Historical
Encounters with the East and the West: Historical Encounters with the East and the West (East Gate Books)
will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Carmen Flood:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you go through
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Maritime Taiwan: Historical Encounters with the East and the West: Historical
Encounters with the East and the West (East Gate Books) offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Joyce Hynes:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This reserve Maritime Taiwan: Historical Encounters with the East and the West: Historical
Encounters with the East and the West (East Gate Books) was filled concerning science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In
the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Arthur Fabry:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Maritime Taiwan: Historical Encounters with the East and the West: Historical Encounters
with the East and the West (East Gate Books) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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