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Three women struggle as the Depression dawns.

In the summer of 1929, three strong-willed women, related by marriage, gather under one roof: widowed
matriarch Maude Hennesey, whose belief in old-fashioned ways is shared by the ladies of her club; her
pretty, spoiled daughter Rachel; and daughter-in-law Marie, who’s been forced by her husband, Harry, to
uproot their two small children and take up residence in his family’s East Texan home until economic
circumstances improve. Monte Schulz, son of celebrated Peanuts cartoonist Charles Schulz, examines not
only the conflicts within the family, but the racial, gender and religious tensions of small-town Bellemont.
As the summer wears on, Maude firmly lectures the unwelcome Marie on class distinctions, Rachel fights
and flirts with her dashing pilot beau CW, and Marie reevaluates her marriage to salesman Harry during their
separation, while fending off her employer Jimmy Delahaye’s slow seduction.

Meanwhile, storms gather as a child’s unnatural death sends shock waves throughout the community,
instilling a sense of dread in both the reader and Marie, who’s already lost her firstborn to tragedy. Things
come to a head when a black war hero, Julius, is accused of murder: surprising truths about these three
women are revealed. In the calm after the storm, each woman learns to live her life on her own terms.

Schulz’ dynamic female characters, though accessible to a wide audience, have particular appeal for women.
Schulz understands that readers find it refreshing when authors flesh out their protagonists by examining
who they are through the prism of familial interactions, not just romantic relationships. Contemporary
readers can identify with many of the issues that wife and parent Marie struggles with in The Last Rose of
Summer, even though (and, perhaps, because) it concludes just as the Jazz Age is poised to shift into the
Great Depression.

Praise for Schulz’s previous book, This Side of Jordan:

“Monte Schulz’s novel This Side of Jordan shows that like father like son — both superb!”—Ray Bradbury

"Beautifully written and thoroughly researched, a veritable time-machine that whirled me through time to the



dirty back roads of the American Midwest in the year before the Depression. Did I mention how good the
writing is? The writing is excellent… This book is a masterpiece of setting and storytelling.”—Cory
Doctorow, BoingBoing

“[T]hose who savor authentic details of a bygone era will be rapt by Schulz’s delightful displays of staccato,
wise-guy diction (‘Say, hatchet face, what’s the dope?’) and his cascading sheets of period description that
set the scenes. Hand this straight-faced and multifaceted almost-satire to fans of the Southern Gothic
tradition, all the way from Flannery O’Connor to John Kennedy Toole.”—Ian Chipman, Booklist
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Hernandez:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This The Last Rose of Summer: A Novel book is readable by simply you who
hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with The
Last Rose of Summer: A Novel content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking The Last
Rose of Summer: A Novel is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Jackie Gonzalez:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Last Rose of Summer: A Novel why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic
as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Ronna Rutledge:

This The Last Rose of Summer: A Novel is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having The Last Rose of Summer: A Novel in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Ada Peterson:

The book untitled The Last Rose of Summer: A Novel contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly
not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you
in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.
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