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One month after her novel Gone With the Wind was published, Margaret Mitchell sold the movie rights for
fifty thousand dollars. Fearful of what the studio might do to her story—“I wouldn’t put it beyond
Hollywood to have . . . Scarlett seduce General Sherman,” she joked—the author washed her hands of
involvement with the film. However, driven by a maternal interest in her literary firstborn and compelled by
her Southern manners to answer every fan letter she received, Mitchell was unable to stay aloof for long.

In this collection of her letters about the 1939 motion picture classic, readers have a front-row seat as the
author watches the Dream Factory at work, learning the ins and outs of filmmaking and discovering the
peculiarities of a movie-crazed public. Her ability to weave a story, so evident in Gone With the Wind, makes
for delightful reading in her correspondence with a who’s who of Hollywood, from producer David O.
Selznick, director George Cukor, and screenwriter Sidney Howard, to cast members Clark Gable, Vivien
Leigh, Leslie Howard, Olivia de Havilland and Hattie McDaniel.

Mitchell also wrote to thousands of others—aspiring actresses eager to play Scarlett O’Hara; fellow
Southerners hopeful of seeing their homes or their grandmother’s dress used in the film; rabid movie fans
determined that their favorite star be cast; and creators of songs, dolls and Scarlett panties who were
convinced the author was their ticket to fame and fortune. During the film’s production, she corrected erring
journalists and the producer’s over-the-top publicist who fed the gossip mills, accuracy be damned. Once the
movie finished, she struggled to deal with friends and strangers alike who “fought and trampled little
children and connived and broke the ties of lifelong friendship” to get tickets to the premiere.
But through it all, she retained her sense of humor. Recounting an acquaintance’s denial of the rumor that the
author herself was going to play Scarlett, Mitchell noted he “ungallantly stated that I was something like fifty
years too old for the part.” After receiving numerous letters and phone calls from the studio about Belle
Watling’s accent, the author related her father was “convulsed at the idea of someone telephoning from New
York to discover how the madam of a Confederate bordello talked.” And in a chatty letter to Gable after the
premiere, Mitchell coyly admitted being “feminine enough to be quite charmed” by his statement to the press
that she was “fascinating,” but added: “Even my best friends look at me in a speculative way—probably
wondering what they overlooked that your sharp eyes saw!”

As Gone With the Wind marks its seventy-fifth anniversary on the silver screen, these letters, edited by
Mitchell historian John Wiley, Jr., offer a fresh look at the most popular motion picture of all time through
the eyes of the woman who gave birth to Scarlett.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Johnson:

The book The Scarlett Letters: The Making of the Film Gone With the Wind can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important
thing like a book The Scarlett Letters: The Making of the Film Gone With the Wind? Several of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Scarlett Letters: The Making of the Film
Gone With the Wind has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Dolores Parker:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Scarlett Letters: The Making of
the Film Gone With the Wind book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Laura Grier:

The feeling that you get from The Scarlett Letters: The Making of the Film Gone With the Wind is a more
deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Scarlett Letters: The Making of the Film Gone
With the Wind giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that
can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular The Scarlett Letters: The
Making of the Film Gone With the Wind instantly.

Craig Brown:

This The Scarlett Letters: The Making of the Film Gone With the Wind is great publication for you because
the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having The Scarlett Letters: The Making of the Film Gone With the Wind in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer



you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?
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