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Jacopo da Varagine (c. 1228–1298) is remembered today primarily for his immensely popular work, The
Golden Legend, a massive collection of stories about the saints. Compiled over the years 1260–67, The
Golden Legend quickly eclipsed earlier collections of saints' lives. One indication of its popularity is the fact
that so many manuscript copies of the work have survived—more than one thousand according to some
estimates. Despite the enduring influence of The Golden Legend, Jacopo remains an elusive figure because
he left behind so little information about himself. In The Talents of Jacopo da Varagine, Steven A. Epstein
sets out to remedy this situation through a careful study of all Jacopo's works, including many hundreds of
sermons and his innovative chronicle of Genoese history.

In Epstein's sure hands, Jacopo emerges as one of the most active and talented minds of his day. Indeed,
Epstein argues that one needs to read all of Jacopo’s books, in a Genoese context, in order to understand the
original scope of his thinking, which greatly influenced the ways generations of people across Europe
experienced their Christianity. The rich sources for Jacopo’s sermons, saints’ lives, and history illuminate the
traditions that inspired him and shaped his imaginative and artistic powers. Jacopo was also one of the
inventors of social history, and his writings reveal complex and new perspectives on family life as well as the
histories of gay people, slaves, Jews, and the medieval economy. Filled with impressive insights into the
intellectual life of the thirteenth century, The Talents of Jacopo da Varagine will be of interest to a wide
range of medieval scholars and students of religious history, church history, and hagiography as well as
intellectual history and Italian history.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Holloman:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Talents of Jacopo da Varagine: A Genoese Mind in
Medieval Europe. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important any book The Talents of Jacopo da Varagine: A Genoese Mind in Medieval Europe. You
can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
read.

Bernadine Williams:

This The Talents of Jacopo da Varagine: A Genoese Mind in Medieval Europe usually are reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Talents of Jacopo da
Varagine: A Genoese Mind in Medieval Europe can be one of the great books you must have will be giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that probably will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Talents of Jacopo da Varagine: A
Genoese Mind in Medieval Europe forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Marlon Duenas:

The book untitled The Talents of Jacopo da Varagine: A Genoese Mind in Medieval Europe is the reserve
that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to
you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Talents of Jacopo da Varagine: A Genoese
Mind in Medieval Europe from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Derek Wire:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Talents of Jacopo da Varagine: A Genoese
Mind in Medieval Europe as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science



book, any other book likes The Talents of Jacopo da Varagine: A Genoese Mind in Medieval Europe to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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