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To enable the reader to shape, or perhaps reshape, an understanding of the Islamic tradition, F. E. Peters
skillfully combines extensive passages from Islamic texts with a fascinating commentary of his own. In so
doing, he presents a substantial body of literary evidence that will enable the reader to grasp the bases of
Muslim faith and, more, to get some sense of the breadth and depth of Islamic religious culture as a whole.
The voices recorded here are those of Muslims engaged in discourse with their God and with each other--
historians, lawyers, mystics, and theologians, from the earliest Companions of the Prophet Muhammad down
to Ibn Rushd or "Averroes" (d. 1198), al-Nawawi (d. 1278), and Ibn Khaldun (d. 1406). These religious
seekers lived in what has been called the "classical" period in the development of Islam, the era when the
exemplary works of law and spirituality were written, texts of such universally acknowledged importance
that subsequent generations of Muslims gratefully understood themselves as heirs to an enormously broad
and rich legacy of meditation on God's Word.

"Islam" is a word that seems simple to understand. It means "submission," and, more specifically in the
context where it first and most familiarly appears, "submission to the will of God." That context is the Quran,
the Sacred Book of the Muslims, from which flow the patterns of belief and practice that today claim the
spiritual allegiance of hundreds of millions around the globe. By drawing on the works of the great masters--
Islam in its own words--Peters enriches our understanding of the community of "those who have submitted"
and their imposing religious and political culture, which is becoming ever more important to the West.
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From reader reviews:

Gilbert Johnson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled A Reader on Classical Islam. Try to stumble through book A
Reader on Classical Islam as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself.
The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we
need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Lee Flynn:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important usually. The book A Reader on Classical Islam was making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The
publication A Reader on Classical Islam is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being
your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship using the book A Reader on Classical Islam. You never feel lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Judith Mandel:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this A Reader on
Classical Islam.

Roberta Anglin:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Reader on Classical Islam can be the
response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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