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The hunger strikes of 1980-81 were a confrontation between British Prime Minister Margaret

Thatcher and the iron will of Irish republican prisoners in the H-Blocks of Long Kesh, in an

attempt to break the British policy of criminalising paramilitary prisoners. The prisoners’

ultimate demand, to be granted a ‘special category status’ that distinguished them from

other prisoners, led to two hunger strikes. The first, in 1980, ended without success for the

prisoners; the second, led by Bobby Sands, resulted in ten prisoners starving themselves to

death. The consequences of the hunger strikes changed Irish politics and British-Irish relations

forever, beginning the long path to eventual peace with the signing of the Good Friday

Agreement in 1998.

Now, with the release of recently declassified documents, Thomas Hennessey forensically

examines the origins and evolution of the prisons dispute, leading up to the first hunger



strike of 1980, and setting the scene for the final confrontation with the British Government

in 1981. Alongside republican protagonists – Bobby Sands and Gerry Adams – Margaret

Thatcher’s personal role in the hunger strikes is analysed in detail, including her clashes

with Charles Haughey and Garret FitzGerald, and also revealing her authorisation of the

backchannel between MI6 and the IRA. Hennessey also addresses the controversial issues

surrounding the hunger strike, in particular, whether there was a deal on the table that

could have ended the strike in July 1981, and whether it was accepted by the prisoners in

the H-Blocks.

Hunger Strike is the definitive account of one of the seminal events in modern Irish history.
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From reader reviews:

Kelley Thornton:

The book Hunger Strike: Margaret Thatcher's Battle with the IRA, 1980-1982 can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Hunger Strike:
Margaret Thatcher's Battle with the IRA, 1980-1982? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Hunger Strike: Margaret Thatcher's Battle with the IRA, 1980-1982 has simple
shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open
and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Betty Bowers:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write
about the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of
them is this Hunger Strike: Margaret Thatcher's Battle with the IRA, 1980-1982.

Lillian Burbank:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long
to reading a publication. The book Hunger Strike: Margaret Thatcher's Battle with the IRA, 1980-1982 it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high
quality.

Frank Foushee:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Hunger Strike: Margaret Thatcher's Battle with the IRA, 1980-1982 your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and



explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Hunger Strike: Margaret Thatcher's Battle with the
IRA, 1980-1982 giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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