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A century ago many Americans condemned envy as a destructive emotion and asin. Today few Americans
expect criticism when they express envy, and some commentators maintain that the emotion drives the
economy. This shift in attitude is Susan Matt's central concern. Keeping up with the Joneses: Envy in
American Consumer Society, 1890-1930 examines a key transition in the meaning of envy for the American
middle class. Although people certainly have experienced envy throughout history, the expansion of the
consumer economy at the turn of the twentieth century dramatically reshaped the socia role of the emotion.
Matt looks at how different groups within the middle class—men in white-collar jobs, bourgeois women,
farm families, and children—responded to the transformation in social and cultural life.

Keeping Up with the Joneses traces how attitudes about envy changed as department stores, mail-order
catalogs, magazines, movies, and advertising became more prevalent, and the mass production of imitation
luxury goods offered middle- and working-class individuals the opportunity to emulate upper-classlife.
Between 1890 and 1910 moralists sought to tame envy and emulation in order to uphold a moral economy
and preserve social order. They criticized the liberal-capitalist preoccupation with personal striving and
advancement and praised the virtue of contentment. They admonished the bourgeoisie to be satisfied with
their circumstances and cease yearning for their neighbors' possessions. After 1910 more secular
commentators gained ground, repudiating the doctrine of contentment and rejecting the notion that there
were divinely ordained limits on what each class should possess. They encouraged everyone to pursue the
objects of desire. Envy was no longer a sin, but a valuable economic stimulant.

The expansion of consumer economy fostered such institutions as department stores and advertising firms,
but it also depended on atransformation in attitudes and emotional codes. Matt explores the ways gender,
geography, and age shaped this transformation. Bridging the history of emotions and the history of
consumerism, she uncovers the connection between changing social norms and the growth of the consumer
economy.
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From reader reviews:
Irene Forrest:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstabl e resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Keeping Up with the Joneses: Envy in American
Consumer Society, 1890-1930 as your daily resource information.

Ralph Capra:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine abook you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Keeping Up with the Joneses: Envy in American Consumer Society, 1890-1930 will give you new
experience in studying a book.

John Coallins:

This Keeping Up with the Joneses: Envy in American Consumer Society, 1890-1930 is brand-new way for
you who has intense curiosity to look for some information asit relief your hunger of information. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading
this Keeping Up with the Joneses: Envy in American Consumer Society, 1890-1930 can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
produce itsalf in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book type. People
who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book isthe answer. So thereis
absolutely no in reading areserve especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Judy Newberry:

In this erawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. Among the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is actually Keeping Up with the Joneses: Envy in American Consumer
Society, 1890-1930. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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