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Catharism was a popular medieval heresy based on the belief that the creation of humankind was a disaster
in which angelic spirits were trapped in matter by the devil. Their only goal was to escape the body through
purification. Cathars denied any value to material life, including the human body, baptism, and the Eucharist,
even marriage and childbirth. What could explain the long popularity of such a bleak faith in the towns of
southern France and Italy? Power and Purity explores the place of cathar heresy in the life of the medieval
Italian town of Orvieto. Based on extensive archival research, it details the social makeup of the Cathar
community and argues that the heresy was central to the social and political changes of the 13th century. The
late 13th-century repression of Catharism by a local inquisition was part of a larger redefinition of civic and
ecclesiastical authority. Author Carol Lansing shows that the faith attracted not an alienated older nobility
but artisans, merchants, popular political leaders, and indeed circles of women in Orvieto as well as Florence
and Bologna. Cathar beliefs were not so much a pessimistic anomaly as a part of a larger climate of religious
doubt. The teachings on the body and the practice of Cathar holy persons addressed questions of sexual
difference and the structure of authority that were key elements of medieval Italian life. The pure lives of the
Cathar holy people, both male and female, demonstrated a human capacity for self-restraint that served as a
powerful social model in towns torn by violent conflict. This study addresses current debates about the rise
of persecution, and argues for a climate of popular toleration. Power and Purity will appeal to historians of
society and politics as well as religion and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:

Kelli Ross:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Power & Purity: Cathar
Heresy in Medieval Italy is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Anne Hernandez:

Beside this particular Power & Purity: Cathar Heresy in Medieval Italy in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Power & Purity: Cathar Heresy in Medieval Italy because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's
about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book
and read it from currently!

Melvin Schroeder:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Power & Purity: Cathar Heresy in
Medieval Italy can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

William Sinclair:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Power & Purity:
Cathar Heresy in Medieval Italy.
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