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One of the masterpieces of Latin and, indeed, world literature, Virgil's Aeneid was written during the
Augustan "renaissance" of architecture, art, and literature that redefined the Roman world in the early years
of the empire. This period was marked by a transition from the use of rhetoric as a means of public
persuasion to the use of images to display imperial power. Taking a fresh approach to Virgil's epic poem,
Riggs Alden Smith argues that the Aeneid fundamentally participates in the Augustan shift from rhetoric to
imagery because it gives primacy to vision over speech as the principal means of gathering and conveying
information as it recounts the heroic adventures of Aeneas, the legendary founder of Rome.

Working from the theories of French phenomenologist Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Smith characterizes Aeneas
as a voyant-visible, a person who both sees and is seen and who approaches the world through the faculty of
vision. Engaging in close readings of key episodes throughout the poem, Smith shows how Aeneas
repeatedly acts on what he sees rather than what he hears. Smith views Aeneas' final act of slaying Turnus, a
character associated with the power of oratory, as the victory of vision over rhetoric, a triumph that reflects
the ascendancy of visual symbols within Augustan society. Smith's new interpretation of the predominance
of vision in the Aeneid makes it plain that Virgil's epic contributes to a new visual culture and a new
mythology of Imperial Rome.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Zamora:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Primacy of Vision in Virgil's Aeneid. You can choose
the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book The
Primacy of Vision in Virgil's Aeneid. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Catherine Browning:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
will be The Primacy of Vision in Virgil's Aeneid.

Marcus Casale:

The Primacy of Vision in Virgil's Aeneid can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Primacy of Vision in
Virgil's Aeneid yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into
new stage of crucial considering.

Brian Kelley:

The book untitled The Primacy of Vision in Virgil's Aeneid contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author.
The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because
you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
learn.
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