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Stephen A. Mitchell here offers the fullest examination available of witchcraft in late medieval Scandinavia.
He focuses on those people believed to be able—and who in some instances thought themselves able—to
manipulate the world around them through magical practices, and on the responses to these beliefs in the
legal, literary, and popular cultures of the Nordic Middle Ages. His sources range from the Icelandic sagas to
cultural monuments much less familiar to the nonspecialist, including legal cases, church art, law codes,
ecclesiastical records, and runic spells.

Mitchell's starting point is the year 1100, by which time Christianity was well established in elite circles
throughout Scandinavia, even as some pre-Christian practices and beliefs persisted in various forms. The
book's endpoint coincides with the coming of the Reformation and the onset of the early modern
Scandinavian witch hunts. The terrain covered is complex, home to the Germanic Scandinavians as well as
their non-Indo-European neighbors, the Sámi and Finns, and it encompasses such diverse areas as the
important trade cities of Copenhagen, Bergen, and Stockholm, with their large foreign populations; the rural
hinterlands; and the insular outposts of Iceland and Greenland.

By examining witches, wizards, and seeresses in literature, lore, and law, as well as surviving charm magic
directed toward love, prophecy, health, and weather, Mitchell provides a portrait of both the practitioners of
medieval Nordic magic and its performance. With an understanding of mythology as a living system of
cultural signs (not just ancient sacred narratives), this study also focuses on such powerful evolving myths as
those of "the milk-stealing witch," the diabolical pact, and the witches' journey to Blåkulla. Court cases
involving witchcraft, charm magic, and apostasy demonstrate that witchcraft ideologies played a key role in
conceptualizing gender and were themselves an important means of exercising social control.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Cornwell:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Witchcraft and Magic in the Nordic
Middle Ages (The Middle Ages Series) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make
you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book
or appropriate book with you?

Tessa Krieger:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Witchcraft and Magic in the Nordic Middle Ages (The
Middle Ages Series) as your daily resource information.

Phillip Vargas:

This Witchcraft and Magic in the Nordic Middle Ages (The Middle Ages Series) is great reserve for you
because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can
declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Witchcraft and Magic in the Nordic Middle Ages (The Middle Ages Series) in
your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Harold Young:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book you
can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Witchcraft and Magic in the Nordic Middle Ages (The Middle Ages Series) will give you a new



experience in examining a book.
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