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In August 2004, South Africa officially legalized the practice of traditional healers. Largely in response to
the HIV/AIDS pandemic, and limited both by the number of practitioners and by patients’ access to
treatment, biomedical practitioners looked toward the country’ s traditional healers asimportant agentsin the
development of medical education and treatment. This collaboration has not been easy. The two medical
cultures embrace different ideas about the body and the origin of illness, but they do share a history of
commercia and ideological competition and different relations to state power. Healing Traditions: African
Medicine, Cultural Exchange, and Competition in South Africa, 1820-1948 provides along-overdue
historical perspective to these interactions and an understanding that is vital for the development of medical
strategies to effectively deal with South Africa s healthcare challenges.

Between 1820 and 1948 traditional healersin Natal, South Africa, transformed themselves from politically
powerful men and women who challenged colonial rule and law into successful entrepreneurs who competed
for turf and patients with white biomedical doctors and pharmacists. To understand what is “traditional”
about traditional medicine, Flint argues that we must consider the cultural actors not commonly associated
with African therapeutics: white biomedical practitioners, Indian healers, and the implementing of white
rule.

Carefully crafted, well written, and powerfully argued, Flint’s analysis of the ways that indigenous medical
knowledge and therapeutic practices were forged, contested, and transformed over two centuriesis highly
illuminating, as is her demonstration that many “traditional” practices changed over time. Her discussion of
African and Indian medical encounters opens up awhole new way of thinking about the social basis of
health and healing in South Africa. Thisimportant book will be core reading for classes and future
scholarship on health and healing in South Africa
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From reader reviews:
Marcia Eberhart:

What do you about book? It is hot important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the fact just their
can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on guarderia until university need this kind of Healing Traditions: African Medicine, Cultural
Exchange, and Competition in South Africa, 1820-1948 (New African Histories) to read.

Richard Swisher:

This Healing Traditions: African Medicine, Cultural Exchange, and Competition in South Africa, 1820-1948
(New African Histories) book isjust not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts
which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. That Healing Traditions: African
Medicine, Cultural Exchange, and Competition in South Africa, 1820-1948 (New African Histories) without
we recogni ze teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become
worry Healing Traditions: African Medicine, Cultural Exchange, and Competition in South Africa, 1820-
1948 (New African Histories) can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Healing Traditions:
African Medicine, Cultural Exchange, and Competition in South Africa, 1820-1948 (New African Histories)
having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Tammy Booker:

Here thing why that Healing Traditions: African Medicine, Cultural Exchange, and Competition in South
Africa, 1820-1948 (New African Histories) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book
is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not.
Healing Traditions: African Medicine, Cultural Exchange, and Competition in South Africa, 1820-1948
(New African Histories) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out
there but there is no reserve that similar with Healing Traditions: African Medicine, Cultural Exchange, and
Competition in South Africa, 1820-1948 (New African Histories). It gives you thrill reading through journey,
its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened
around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by
train. Should you be having difficultiesin bringing the branded book maybe the form of Healing Traditions:
African Medicine, Cultural Exchange, and Competition in South Africa, 1820-1948 (New African Histories)
in e-book can be your substitute.



Caroline Edwards:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for
reading. Some people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Healing
Traditions. African Medicine, Cultural Exchange, and Competition in South Africa, 1820-1948 (New
African Histories) as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher aswell as
students especially. Those textbooks are hel ping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Healing Traditions: African Medicine, Cultural Exchange, and
Competition in South Africa, 1820-1948 (New African Histories) to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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