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Francis Reid’s highly enjoyable memoir Hearing the Light delves deeply into the theatricality of the
industry. The author’s almost fanatical interest in opera, his formative period as lighting designer at
Glyndebourne and his experiences as a theatre administrator, writer and teacher make for a broad and unique
background and an equally wide-ranging story of the technical side of theatre across the second half of the
twentieth century. At the core of the book is the story of the extensive post-1950 development in stage
lighting as an art form supported by new technologies.
Hearing the Light is not just the story of one man’s career; it is also packed full of stories and anecdotes
familiar to anyone having worked in theatre, and it will certainly bring more than a few knowing chuckles to
the reader. Francis Reid has an excellent archive, and the book includes many colour reproductions of
original production playbills dating back to the ’60s and ’70s as well as production photos and images of the
author at work. His story includes a sabbatical from the theatre whilst enjoying a boating break on the
Norfolk Broads, although Francis the author was still at work and wrote a piece for Practical Boat Owner on
low cost ‘waste’ pumps!
The second in ETP’s biographical series, Hearing the Light is a fine accompaniment to Fred Bentham’s Sixty
Years of Light Work. Indeed there are many similarities as both authors have shared some similar
experiences, including product development work for Strand Lighting.
This book is not a teaching tool in the way that Reid’s Stage Lighting Handbook and similar titles are,
although the reader will certainly pick up some useful tips; it is a very enjoyable adventure through the
technological advances of theatre and gives an insight into the life of a dedicated ‘theatric tourist’
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Castillo:

This Hearing the Light 50 Years Backstage is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Hearing the Light 50 Years
Backstage in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say
that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Johnny Cahill:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Hearing the Light 50 Years Backstage
which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Shelia Sepulveda:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top list
in your reading list will be Hearing the Light 50 Years Backstage. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide
you can get many advantages.

Virginia Johnson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Hearing the Light 50 Years Backstage was multi-
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Hearing the Light 50 Years
Backstage has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make
you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading in which.
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