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This is a readable, informative and up-to-date account of the patterns and controls on biodiversity. The
author describes major trends in species richness, along with uncertainties in current knowledge. The various
possible explanations for past and present species patterns are discussed and explained in an even-handed
and accessible way. The implications of global climate change and habitat loss are considered, along with
current strategies for preserving what we have.
This book examines the state of current understanding of species richness patterns and their explanations. As
well as the present day world, it deals with diversification and extinction, in the conservation of species
richness, and the difficulties of assessing how many species remain to be discovered. The scientifically
compelling subject of vegetation-climate interaction is considered in depth.
Written in an accessible style, the author offers an up-to-date, rigorous and yet eminently comprehensible
overview of the ecology and biogeography of species richness. He departs from the often heavy approach of
earlier texts, without sacrificing rigor and depth of information and analysis.
Prefacing with the aims of the book, Chapter 1 opens with an explanation of latitudinal gradients, including a
description of major features of the striking gradients in species richness, exceptions to the rule,
explanations, major theories and field and experimental tests. The following chapter plumbs the depth of
time, including the nature of the fossil record, broad timescale diversity patterns, ecosystem changes during
mass extinctions and glaciations and their influence on species richness. Chapters 3 and 4 consider hotspots
and local scale patterns in species richness while Chapter 5 looks at the limitations and uncertainties on
current estimates of richness, the last frontiers of species diversity and the process of identifying new life
forms. The last three chapters cover humans and extinctions in history and prehistory, current habitat and
global change, including the greenhouse effect, and the race to preserve what we still have, including parks,
gene banks and laws.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lewis:

The book Species Richness (Springer Praxis Books) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Species Richness (Springer Praxis Books) being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if
you like start and read a guide Species Richness (Springer Praxis Books). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Melvin Hayes:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Species Richness (Springer Praxis
Books) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Species Richness (Springer Praxis
Books) as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break
don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

Keith Dunn:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading,
not only science book but in addition novel and Species Richness (Springer Praxis Books) or even others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
Species Richness (Springer Praxis Books) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.

Sharon Scott:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book
Species Richness (Springer Praxis Books). You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must
aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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