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Navies have always been technologically sophisticated, from the ancient world's trireme galleys and the Age
of Sail's ships-of-the-line to the dreadnoughts of World War I and today's nuclear-powered aircraft carriers
and submarines. Yet each large technical innovation has met with resistance and even hostility from those
officers who, adhering to a familiar warrior ethos, have grown used to a certain style of fighting. In
Technological Change and the United States Navy, William M. McBride examines how the navy dealt with
technological change?from the end of the Civil War through the "age of the battleship"?as technology
became more complex and the nation assumed a global role. Although steam engines generally made their
mark in the maritime world by 1865, for example, and proved useful to the Union riverine navy during the
Civil War, a backlash within the service later developed against both steam engines and the engineers who
ran them. Early in the twentieth century the large dreadnought battleship at first met similar resistance from
some officers, including the famous Alfred Thayer Mahan, and their industrial and political allies. During the
first half of the twentieth century the battleship exercised a dominant influence on those who developed the
nation's strategies and operational plans?at the same time that advances in submarines and fixed-wing
aircraft complicated the picture and undermined the battleship's superiority.

In any given period, argues McBride, some technologies initially threaten the navy's image of itself.
Professional jealousies and insecurities, ignorance, and hidebound traditions arguably influenced the officer
corps on matters of technology as much as concerns about national security, and McBride contends that this
dynamic persists today. McBride also demonstrates the interplay between technological innovation and other
influences on naval adaptability?international commitments, strategic concepts, government-industrial
relations, and the constant influence of domestic politics. Challenging technological determinism, he
uncovers the conflicting attitudes toward technology that guided naval policy between the end of the Civil
War and the dawning of the nuclear age. The evolution and persistence of the "battleship navy," he argues,
offer direct insight into the dominance of the aircraft-carrier paradigm after 1945 and into the twenty-first
century.
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From reader reviews:

Marlene Turner:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Technological Change and the
United States Navy, 1865-1945 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Kelsey Dehart:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one with theme for
entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Technological Change and the United States Navy, 1865-1945
(Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

John Oliver:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Technological Change and the United States
Navy, 1865-1945 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) was vibrant and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book Technological Change and the United States Navy, 1865-
1945 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Silvia Smedley:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Technological Change and the United States
Navy, 1865-1945 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) to make your own reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book
to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the book Technological Change and the
United States Navy, 1865-1945 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) can to be your friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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