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Jennifer Ann Ho introduces readers to a “typical American” writer, Gish Jen, the author of four novels,
Typical American, Mona in the Promised Land, The Love Wife, and World and Town; a collection of short
stories, Who’s Irish?; and a collection of lectures, Tiger Writing: Art, Culture, and the Interdependent Self.
Jen writes with an engaging, sardonic, and imaginative voice illuminating themes common to the American
experience: immigration, assimilation, individualism, the freedom to choose one’s path in life, and the
complicated relationships that we have with our families and our communities. A second-generation Chinese
American, Jen is widely recognized as an important American literary voice, at once accessible,
philosophical, and thought-provoking. In addition to her novels, she has published widely in periodicals such
as the New Yorker, Atlantic Monthly, and Yale Review.

Ho traces the evolution of Jen’s career, her themes, and the development of her narrative voice. In the
process she shows why Jen’s observations about life in the United States, though revealed through the
perspectives of her Asian American and Asian immigrant characters, resonate with a variety of audiences
who find themselves reflected in Jen’s accounts of love, grief, desire, disappointment, and the general
domestic experiences that shape all our lives.

Following a brief biographical sketch, Ho examines each of Jen’s major works, showing how she traces the
transformation of immigrant dreams into mundane life, explores the limits of self-identification, and
characterizes problems of cross-national communication alongside the universal problems of aging and
generational conflict. Looking beyond Jen’s fiction work, a final chapter examines her essays and her
concerns and stature as a public intellectual, and detailed primary and secondary bibliographies provide a
valuable point of departure for both teaching and future scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Brasfield:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Understanding Gish Jen
(Understanding Contemporary American Literature), you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right,
you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Ethel Orr:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Understanding Gish Jen
(Understanding Contemporary American Literature) is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car,
in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

John Harrison:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve Understanding Gish Jen (Understanding Contemporary American
Literature) was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which
you wanted.

Casey Russell:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Understanding Gish Jen (Understanding
Contemporary American Literature) was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Understanding Gish Jen (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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