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Charles W. Chesnutt (1858-1932), critically acclaimed for his novels, short stories, and essays, was one of
the most ambitious and influential African American writers of the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. Today recognized as a major innovator of American fiction, Chesnutt is an important contributor
to de-romanticizing trends in post-Civil War Southern literature, and a singular voice among turn-of-the-
century realists who wrote about race in American life.

Whiteness in the Novels of Charles W. Chesnutt is the first study to focus exclusively on Chesnutt's novels.
Examining the three published in Chesnutt's lifetime-The House Behind the Cedars, The Marrow of
Tradition, and The Colonel's Dream-as well as his posthumously published novels, this study explores the
dilemma of a black writer who wrote primarily for a white audience.

Throughout, Matthew Wilson analyzes the ways in which Chesnutt crafted narratives for his white
readership and focuses on how he attempted to infiltrate and manipulate the feelings and convictions of that
audience.

Wilson pays close attention to the genres in which Chesnutt was working and also to the social and historical
context of the novels. In articulating the development of Chesnutt's career, Wilson shows how Chesnutt's
views on race evolved. By the end of his career, he felt that racial differences were not genetically inherent,
but social constructions based on our background and upbringing. Finally, the book closely examines
Chesnutt's unpublished manuscripts that did not deal with race. Even in these works, in which African
Americans are only minor characters, Wilson finds Chesnutt engaged with the conundrum of race and
reveals him as one of America's most significant writers on the subject.

Matthew Wilson is a professor of humanities and writing at Penn State University, Harrisburg. He is the
editor of Charles W. Chesnutt's Paul Marchand, F.M.C. (University Press of Mississippi).
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From reader reviews:

Diane Adams:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Whiteness in the Novels of Charles W. Chesnutt. Try to face
the book Whiteness in the Novels of Charles W. Chesnutt as your close friend. It means that it can being
your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything
by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Steven Resnick:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Whiteness in the
Novels of Charles W. Chesnutt suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era.
The actual book untitled Whiteness in the Novels of Charles W. Chesnuttis the main one of several books
which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy
in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give
you a wide range of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this
book.

Agustin Byler:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading
a e-book. The book Whiteness in the Novels of Charles W. Chesnutt it is extremely good to read. There are a
lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Donald Burgess:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Whiteness in the Novels of Charles W. Chesnutt.
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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