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In 1391 many of the Jews of Spain were forced to convert to Christianity, creating a new group whose
members would be continually seeking a niche for themselves in society. The question of identity was to
play a central role in the lives of these and later converts whether of Spanish or Portuguese heritage, for they
could not return to Judaism as long as they remained on the Peninsula, and their place in the Christian world
would never be secure. This book considers the history of the Iberian conversos-both those who remained in
Spain and Portugal and those who emigrated. Wherever they resided the question of identity was
inescapable. The exile who chose France or England, where Jews could not legally reside, was faced with
different considerations and options than the converso who chose Holland, a newly formed Protestant
country where Jews had not previously resided. Choosing Italy entailed a completely different set of options
and dilemmas. Renée Levine Melammed compares and contrasts the lives of the New Christians of the
Iberian Peninsula with those of these countries and the development of their identity and sense of ethnic
solidarity with "those of the Nation." Exploring the knotty problem of identity she examines a great variety
of individual choices and behaviors. Some conversos tried to be sincere Catholics and were not allowed to do
so. Others tried but failed either theologically or culturally. While many eventually opted to form Jewish
communities outside the Peninsula, others were unable to make a total commitment to Judaism and became
"cultural commuters" who could and did move back and forth between two worlds whereas others had
"fuzzy" or attenuated Jewish identities. In addition, the encounter with modernity by the descendants of
conversos is examined in three communities, Majorca, Belmonte (Portugal) and the Southwestern United
States, revealing that even today the question of identity is still a pressing issue. Offering the only broad
historical survey of this fascinating and complex group of migrants, this book will appeal to a wide range of
academic and general readers.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Walker:

The book A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in Historical Perspective can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like
a book A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in Historical Perspective? Several of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in Historical
Perspective has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Ella Woods:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the publication untitled A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in Historical Perspective
can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Victor Hubbard:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be study. A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in Historical
Perspective can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Willie Dominguez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book A Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in
Historical Perspective was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book A
Question of Identity: Iberian Conversos in Historical Perspective has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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