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The racial tensions that have long plagued American society exist to a much lesser extent in the military
where the bond of common pursuit and shared experience renders race less relevant. Or so conventional
wisdom has long held. In this dramatic history of race relations during the Vietnam war, James E.
Westheider illustrates how American soldiers in Vietnam grappled with many of the same racial conflicts
that were tearing apart their homeland thousands of miles away. Over seven years in the making, Fighting on
Two Fronts draws on interviews with dozens of Vietnam veterans black and white and official Pentagon
documents to paint the first complete picture of the African American experience in Vietnam. Westheider
reveals how preconceptions and petty misunderstandings often exacerbated racial anxieties during the
conflict. Military barbers, for instance, were often inexperienced with black hair, leading black soldiers to cut
each other's hair, an act perceived as separatist by their white counterparts. Similarly, black soldiers often
greeted one another with a ritualized handshake, or dap, as a sign of solidarity, the unfamiliarity of which
threatened many white soldiers and was a source of resentment until it was banned in 1973. Despite ample
evidence of institutional racism in the armed forces, the military elite responded only when outbreaks of
racial violence became disruptive enough to threaten military discipline and attract negative attention from
the civilian world. A crucial addition to our understanding of Vietnam, Fighting on Two Fronts is a
compelling example of the new military history at its finest.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffery Whitley:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must
answer that question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Fighting on
Two Fronts: African Americans and the Vietnam War to read.

Amanda Despain:

The e-book with title Fighting on Two Fronts: African Americans and the Vietnam War has lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Patrice Eubanks:

Typically the book Fighting on Two Fronts: African Americans and the Vietnam War has a lot info on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after reading this article book.

Lee Villegas:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is actually Fighting on Two Fronts: African Americans and the Vietnam War.
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