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Conventional wisdom holds that the US Army in Vietnam, thrust into an unconventional war where
occupying terrain was a meaningless measure of success, depended on body counts as its sole measure of
military progress. In No Sure Victory, Army officer and historian Gregory Daddis looks far deeper into the
Army's techniques for measuring military success and presents a much more complicated-and disturbing-
account of the American misadventure in Indochina.

Daddis shows how the US Army, which confronted an unfamiliar enemy and an even more unfamiliar form
of warfare, adopted a massive, and eventually unmanageable, system of measurements and formulas to track
the progress of military operations that ranged from pacification efforts to search-and-destroy missions. The
Army's monthly "Measurement of Progress" reports covered innumerable aspects of the fighting in Vietnam-
force ratios, Vietcong/North Vietnamese Army incidents, tactical air sorties, weapons losses, security of base
areas and roads, population control, area control, and hamlet defenses. Concentrating more on data collection
and less on data analysis, these indiscriminate attempts to gauge success may actually have hindered the
army's ability to evaluate the true outcome of the fight at hand--a roadblock that Daddis believes
significantly contributed to the many failures that American forces suffered in Vietnam.

Filled with incisive analysis and rich historical detail, No Sure Victory is not only a valuable case study in
unconventional warfare, but a cautionary tale that offers important perspectives on how to measure
performance in current and future armed conflict. Given America's ongoing counterinsurgency efforts in Iraq
and Afghanistan, No Sure Victory provides valuable historical perspective on how to measure--and
mismeasure--military success.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Darby:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you that No Sure Victory: Measuring U.S. Army
Effectiveness and Progress in the Vietnam War book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

John Buckner:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept No Sure
Victory: Measuring U.S. Army Effectiveness and Progress in the Vietnam War suitable to you? The
particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled No Sure Victory: Measuring
U.S. Army Effectiveness and Progress in the Vietnam Waris the main of several books that will everyone
read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
so all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Mary Haskell:

Typically the book No Sure Victory: Measuring U.S. Army Effectiveness and Progress in the Vietnam War
will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is
very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book No Sure
Victory: Measuring U.S. Army Effectiveness and Progress in the Vietnam War is much recommended to you
to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Hilary Rangel:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this No Sure Victory: Measuring U.S. Army Effectiveness and Progress in the
Vietnam War can make you sense more interested to read.
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