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As with many religious and philosophical traditions, Buddhist intellectual discourse owes its development to
a dynamic interplay of primary source material and subsequent interpretation, yet until now Buddhist
scholarship has neglected to privilege one crucial series of texts. Commentaries on Buddhist scripture,
particularly the sutras, written by seminal thinkers across the history of Indian Buddhism, contain myriad
insights into the relationship between textual analysis and ritual practice. Evaluating these commentaries in
detail for the first time, Richard F. Nance revisits—and rewrites—the critical history of Buddhist thought,
including its unique conception of doctrinal transmission.

Written by such luminaries as Nagarjuna, Vasubandhu, Dignaga, and Santideva, scriptural commentaries
have long played an important role in the monastic and philosophical life of Indian Buddhism. Nance reads
these texts against the social and cultural conditions of their making, establishing a solid historical basis for
the interpretation of key beliefs and doctrines. He also underscores areas of contention, in which scholars
debate what it means to speak for, and as, a Buddha. Throughout these texts, Buddhist commentators
struggle to deduce and characterize the speech of Buddhas and teach others how to convey and interpret its
meaning. At the same time, they demonstrate the fundamental dilemma of trying to speak on behalf of
Buddhas. Nance also investigates the notion of "right speech" as articulated by Buddhist texts and follows
ideas about teaching as imagined through the common figure of a Buddhist preacher. He notes the use of
epistemological concepts in scriptural interpretation and the protocols guiding the composition of scriptural
commentary. He then translates three such commentarial guides to better clarify the normative assumptions
organizing these scholars' work.
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From reader reviews:

Yasmin Parker:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Speaking for Buddhas:
Scriptural Commentary in Indian Buddhism book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Lucille Chenier:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Speaking for Buddhas:
Scriptural Commentary in Indian Buddhism can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Lauren Smith:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This guide Speaking for Buddhas: Scriptural Commentary in Indian Buddhism was
filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.

Sonia Cote:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
From the book Speaking for Buddhas: Scriptural Commentary in Indian Buddhism we can acquire more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time
book Speaking for Buddhas: Scriptural Commentary in Indian Buddhism. You can more attractive than now.
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