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In The Origins of Comics: From William Hogarth to Winsor McCay, Thierry Smolderen presents a cultural
landscape whose narrative differs in many ways from those presented by other historians of the comic strip.
Rather than beginning his inquiry with the popularly accepted "sequential art" definition of the comic strip,
Smolderen instead wishes to engage with the historical dimensions that inform that definition. His goal is to
understand the processes that led to the twentieth-century comic strip, the highly recognizable species of
picture stories that he sees crystallizing around 1900 in the United States.

Featuring close readings of the picture stories, caricatures, and humoristic illustrations of William Hogarth,
Rodolphe Töpffer, Gustave Doré, and their many contemporaries, Smolderen establishes how these artists
were immersed in a very old visual culture in which images--satirical images in particular--were deciphered
in a way that was often described as hieroglyphical. Across eight chapters, he acutely points out how the
effect of the printing press and the mass advent of audiovisual technologies (photography, audio recording,
and cinema) at the end of the nineteenth century led to a new twentieth-century visual culture. In tracing this
evolution, Smolderen distinguishes himself from other comics historians by following a methodology that
explains the present state of the form of comics on the basis of its history, rather than presenting the history
of the form on the basis of its present state. This study remaps the history of this influential art form.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Fisher:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book The Origins of Comics. All type
of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Paula Jackson:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
question simply because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular The Origins of Comics to
read.

Tommy Heckman:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The Origins of Comics,
you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make
them reading a guide.

Christine Andrews:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Origins of Comics.
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