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David A. Brenner examines how Jews in Central Europe developed one of the first "ethnic" or "minority"
cultures in modernity. Not exclusively "German" or "Jewish," the experiences of German-speaking Jewry in
the decades prior to the Third Reich and the Holocaust were also negotiated in encounters with popular
culture, particularly the novel, the drama and mass media.

Despite recent scholarship, the misconception persists that Jewish Germans were bent on assimilation.
Although subject to compulsion, they did not become solely "German," much less "European." Yet their
behavior and values were by no means exclusively "Jewish," as the Nazis or other anti-Semites would have
it. Rather, the German Jews achieved a peculiar synthesis between 1890 and 1933, developing a culture that
was not only "middle-class" but also "ethnic." In particular, they reinvented Judaic traditions by way of a
hybridized culture.

Based on research in German, Israeli and American archives, German-Jewish Popular Culture before the
Holocaust addresses many of the genres in which a specifically German-Jewish identity was performed,
from the Yiddish theatre and Zionist humour all the way to sensationalist memoirs and Kafka’s own kitsch.
This middle-class ethnic identity encompassed and went beyond religious confession and identity politics. In
focusing principally on German-Jewish popular culture, this groundbreaking book introduces the beginnings
of "ethnicity" as we know it and live it today.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sims:

This German-Jewish Popular Culture before the Holocaust: Kafka's kitsch (Routledge Jewish Studies Series)
book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this
book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper
you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of German-Jewish Popular Culture before the
Holocaust: Kafka's kitsch (Routledge Jewish Studies Series) without we understand teach the one who
studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry German-Jewish Popular
Culture before the Holocaust: Kafka's kitsch (Routledge Jewish Studies Series) can bring if you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
telephone. This German-Jewish Popular Culture before the Holocaust: Kafka's kitsch (Routledge Jewish
Studies Series) having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

James Ronquillo:

The feeling that you get from German-Jewish Popular Culture before the Holocaust: Kafka's kitsch
(Routledge Jewish Studies Series) could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the
words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but
German-Jewish Popular Culture before the Holocaust: Kafka's kitsch (Routledge Jewish Studies Series)
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood through anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can
go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific German-
Jewish Popular Culture before the Holocaust: Kafka's kitsch (Routledge Jewish Studies Series) instantly.

Courtney Cook:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This German-Jewish Popular Culture
before the Holocaust: Kafka's kitsch (Routledge Jewish Studies Series) is simple to develop you can read it
in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in
your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jeffrey Chambers:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see



colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this German-Jewish Popular Culture before the Holocaust: Kafka's kitsch (Routledge
Jewish Studies Series) can make you experience more interested to read.
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