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This groundbreaking study reveals the extent of British military planning against the Soviet Union during the
first two years of the Second World War. These plans, formulated on the widespread belief that Soviet
Russia was an active and willing partner in Adolf Hitler's war of conquest, were designed to bring the
Soviets to their knees and deprive Nazi Germany of vital raw materials, especially oil. Churchill himself was
one of the leading proponents of action that would have led to an Anglo-Soviet conflict even as the war with
Germany raged on. Utilizing many never-before published documents, Osborn challenges conventional
wisdom that Allied hopes were pinned on a Soviet entry into the war against Germany and proposes instead
that, had the Nazis not successfully invaded France in May 1940, the Allies might well have launched their
own offensive against the Soviet Union.

Anti-Soviet rumblings began shortly after the Red Army seized eastern Poland in September 1939, and
became more strident after Joseph Stalin invaded Finland later that year. Truly serious planning did not take
place, however, until after Stalin's disastrous war with Finland ended in March 1940. Immediately following
the abrupt end of that conflict the Red Army sent substantial reinforcements to the Black Sea region, the area
most threatened by Allied attack. In March-April 1940, the British undertook secret reconnaissance flights to
obtain photographs of important targets inside the Soviet Union. The swift collapse of France in May 1940
insured that British bombers were not launched against these targets, but suspicion lingered between Britain
and the USSR throughout the war, contributing to Stalin's refusal to believe Winston Churchill's warnings
that Hitler was preparing to invade the USSR in 1941.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lane:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Operation Pike: Britain Versus the Soviet Union, 1939-1941
(Contributions in Military Studies).

Megan Urick:

The reason? Because this Operation Pike: Britain Versus the Soviet Union, 1939-1941 (Contributions in
Military Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it
will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write
the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or
you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include
such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that
book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Kevin Williams:

Operation Pike: Britain Versus the Soviet Union, 1939-1941 (Contributions in Military Studies) can be one
of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has
good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing Operation Pike: Britain Versus the Soviet Union, 1939-1941 (Contributions in Military Studies)
nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data
that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial considering.

Vincent Humphreys:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of
book Operation Pike: Britain Versus the Soviet Union, 1939-1941 (Contributions in Military Studies). You
can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make
you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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