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This valuable study explores the Russian Enlightenment with reference to the religious Enlightenment of the
mid to late eighteenth century. Grounded in close reading of the sermons and devotional writings of Platon
(Levshin), Court preacher and Metropolitan of Moscow, the book examines the blending of European ideas
into the teachings of Russian Orthodoxy. Highlighting the interplay between Enlightenment thought and
Orthodox enlightenment, Elise Wirtschafter addresses key questions of concern to religious Enlighteners
across Europe: humanity’ s relationship to God and creation, the distinction between learning and
enlightenment, the role of Christian love in authority relationships, the meaning of free will in auniverse
governed by Divine Providence, and the unity of church, monarchy, and civil society. Countering
scholarship that depicts an Orthodox religious culture under assault from European modernity and Petrine
absolutism, Wirtschafter emphasizes the ability of Russia’s educated churchmen to assimilate and transform
Enlightenment ideas. The intellectual and spiritual vitality of eighteenth-century Orthodoxy helps to explain
how Russian policymakers and intellectuals met the challenge of European power while simultaneously
coming to terms with the broad cultural appeal of the Enlightenment’ s universalistic human rights agenda.

Religion and Enlightenment in Catherinian Russia defines the Russian Enlightenment as a response to the
alure of European modernity, as an instrument of social control, and as the moral voice of an emergent
independent society. Because Russia' s enlightened intellectuals focused on the moral perfectibility of the
individual human being, rather than social and political change, the originality of the Russian Enlightenment
has gone unrecognized. This study corrects images of a superficial Enlightenment and crisis-ridden religious
culture, arguing that in order to understand the humanistic sensibility and emphasis on individual dignity that
permeate Russian intellectual history, and the history of the educated classes more broadly, it is necessary to
bring Orthodox teachings into the discussion of Enlightenment thought. The result is a book that explains the
distinctive origins of modern Russian culture while also allowing scholars to situate the Russian
Enlightenment in European and global history.
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From reader reviews:
Larry Parker:

People livein this new time of lifestyle dways try and and must have the extratime or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
of course. Peopleis human not arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the
gpare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is Religion and
Enlightenment in Catherinian Russia: The Teachings of Metropolitan Platon.

Jean Spence:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Religion and Enlightenment in
Catherinian Russia: The Teachings of Metropolitan Platon, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Lucy Broussard:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be go through. Religion and Enlightenment in Catherinian Russia: The Teachings of
Metropolitan Platon can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short free time
problems.

Carlton Wood:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information coming
from abook. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. On
this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media socia
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. Y ou can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the

Religion and Enlightenment in Catherinian Russia: The Teachings of Metropolitan Platon when you desired
it?
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