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Stephen Douglas and the old Union lived out their last years together. It was the most critical time in the life
of both the Illinois senator and his country. During most of the period 1857–1861 the American nation could
still choose between adjustment of its sectional differences and civil war, and the man they called the Little
Giant seemed the one statesman most likely to lead the country onto a course of compromise and
reconciliation.

But Douglas' intense involvement with the American political scene—his great accomplishments in enacting
the Compromises of 1850 and 1854, and his victory in the senatorial campaign of 1858—tended at times to
disguise a growing alienation from the mainstream of American political life. By 1857 that alienation had
reached acute proportions. In part, Douglas fell victim to his own virtues. He sought to be a nationalist in an
age of sectionalism; he preached the value of compromise when most Americans questioned its worth.

In other respects, Douglas' political failures are less excusable. His attempt to convert an apparently amoral
attitude toward slavery into a principle—popular sovereignty—found him dismissed by antislavery citizens
as immoral and by proslavery citizens as unreliable. For too long, Douglas, professing to "care not" about the
future of slavery, overlooked how much Americans could care once their consciences had been aroused or
their way of life supposedly threatened.

Douglas failed to win the presidential campaign of 1860 largely because he could satisfy neither the
proponents nor the enemies of slavery. Yet if the last years of Douglas' life were marred by failure, he was
not ultimately the tragic figure some historians have suggested. During the campaign of 1860 a profound
change began to take place in Stephen Douglas. The outmoded nationalism he had preached for so long
began to give way to Unionism. In his eventual support of Lincoln and his defense of the Union, Douglas at
last found a policy worthy of his great talents.

Damon Wells first became interested in Stephen Douglas in 1959 after seeing a Broadway dramatization of
the Lincoln-Douglas Debates. Later, his studies convinced him that playwright and historian alike were often
unfair to Douglas. If Lincoln was to be a hero, then Douglas had to be cast as a villain.

This study fills the need for a fresh and dispassionate look at Douglas and provides a fairer assessment than
can be reached by simply endorsing contradictory views of apologists and critics. It places particular
emphasis on the Little Giant's struggle with President James Buchanan, the debates with Lincoln, the
presidential campaign of 1860, Douglas' complex relationship with the South, and a careful analysis of the
elusive and at times exasperating principle of popular sovereignty.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Freeman:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Stephen Douglas: The
Last Years, 1857-1861 book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Christopher McCrady:

This Stephen Douglas: The Last Years, 1857-1861 is great book for you because the content which can be
full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences inside.
So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Stephen Douglas:
The Last Years, 1857-1861 in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one.
We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already
do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

James Rodriguez:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you read
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Stephen Douglas: The Last Years, 1857-1861 will give you new experience in reading a book.

Francis King:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the Stephen Douglas: The Last Years, 1857-1861 when you necessary it?
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