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Can black males offer useful insights on black women and patriarchy? Many black feminists are doubtful.
Their skepticism derives in part from a history of explosive encounters with black men who blamed
feminism for stigmatizing black men and undermining racial solidarity and in part from a perception that
black male feminists are opportunists capitalizing on the current popularity of black women's writing and
criticism. In Breaking the Silence, David Ikard goes boldly to the crux of this debate through a series of
provocative readings of key African American texts that demonstrate the possibility and value of a viable
black male feminist perspective.

Seeking to advance the primary objectives of black feminism, Ikard provides literary models from Chester
Himes's If He Hollers Let Him Go, James Baldwin's Go Tell It on the Mountain, Toni Morrison's Paradise,
Toni Cade Bambara's The Salt Eaters, and Walter Mosley's Always Outnumbered, Always Outgunned and
Walkin' the Dog that consciously wrestle with the concept of victim status for black men and women. He
looks at how complicity across gender lines, far from rooting out patriarchy in the black community, has
allowed it to thrive. This complicity, Ikard explains, is a process by which victimized groups invest in victim
status to the point that they unintentionally concede power to their victimizers and engage in patterns of
behavior that are perceived as revolutionary but actually reinforce the status quo.

While black feminism has fostered important and necessary discussions regarding the problems of patriarchy
within the black community, little attention has been paid to the intersecting dynamics of complicity. By
laying bare the nexus between victim status and complicity in oppression, Breaking the Silence charts a new
direction for conceptualizing black women's complex humanity and provides the foundations for more
expansive feminist approaches to resolving intraracial gender conflicts.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Burnham:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Breaking the Silence: Toward a
Black Male Feminist Criticism book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Joann Huertas:

Typically the book Breaking the Silence: Toward a Black Male Feminist Criticism has a lot details on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will
get the point easily after reading this article book.

Ruby Mejia:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By book Breaking the Silence: Toward a Black Male Feminist Criticism we can have more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Breaking the Silence:
Toward a Black Male Feminist Criticism. You can more inviting than now.

Melvin Dove:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Breaking the Silence: Toward a Black Male
Feminist Criticism to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Breaking the Silence: Toward a Black Male Feminist
Criticism can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of this time.
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