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Traveling to archivesin Tunisia, Morocco, France, and England, with visits to Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, and
Spain, Nabil Matar assembles arare history of Europe's rise to power as seen through the eyes of those who
were later subjugated by it. Many historians of the Middle East believe Arabs and Muslims had no interest in
Europe during this period of Western discovery and empire, but in fact these groups were very much
engaged with the naval and industrial development, politics, and trade of European Christendom.

Beginning in 1578 with amajor Moroccan victory over a Portuguese invading army, Matar surveysthis early
modern period, in which Europeans and Arabs often shared common political, commercial, and military
goals. Matar concentrates on how Muslim captives, ransomers, traders, envoys, travelers, and rulers pursued
those goals while transmitting to the nonprint cultures of North Africatheir knowledge of the peoples and
societies of Spain, France, Britain, Holland, Italy, and Malta. From the first non-European description of
Queen Elizabeth | to early accounts of Florence and Pisain Arabic, from Tunisian descriptions of the
Morisco expulsion in 1609 to the letters of a Moroccan Armenian ambassador in London, the translations of
the book's second half draw on the popular and €lite sources that were available to Arabs in the early modern
period. Letters from male and female captives in Europe, chronicles of European naval attacks and the
tagayid (newspaper) reports on Muslim resistance, and descriptions of opera and quinine appear herein
English for the first time.

Matar notes that the Arabs of the Maghrib and the Mashriq were eager to engage Christendom, despite wars
and rivalries, and hoped to establish routes of trade and alliances through treaties and royal marriages.
However, the rise of an intolerant and exclusionary Christianity and the explosion of European military
technology brought these advances to an end. In conclusion, Matar details the decline of Arab-lslamic power
and the rise of Britain and France.
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From reader reviews:
Ellen Jones:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the erathat is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It isagood choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Europe Through Arab Eyes, 1578-
1727 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Sheila Foxworth:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Europe
Through Arab Eyes, 1578-1727 suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in thisera. The
book untitled Europe Through Arab Eyes, 1578-1727is the main one of several books this everyone read
now. This specific book was inspired alot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter
the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so al of
people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you alarge amount of information
about thisworld now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Jolene Rivera:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Europe Through Arab Eyes, 1578-
1727 issimple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did
not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.

AnnaHart:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
book Europe Through Arab Eyes, 1578-1727 we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with
your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book Europe Through Arab Eyes, 1578-1727.
Y ou can more attractive than now.
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