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When poet/critic Lars Gustafsson was the editor of Bonniers Litterära Magasin, he was bombarded with the
question, “What makes a good poem?” Forays into Swedish Poetry is his answer.

The fifteen poems in this volume range across the history of Swedish poetry from the 1640s, at the beginning
of the Period of Great Power, to the late twentieth century. Poets as diverse as Skogekär Bergbo, Erik Johan
Stagnelius, August Strindberg, and Vilhelm Ekelund are discussed from historical, psychological, and
sociopolitical viewpoints. However, Gustafsson includes only those poems he considers excellent.

Each essay begins with a presentation of the poem both in Swedish and in English translation. Gustafsson’s
analyses are built upon his subjective experiences with poems and poets and upon a more objective structural
approach that investigates the actual machinery of the poems. Thus, Gustafsson enlightens us with his always
imaginative, sometimes daring analyses, and we learn a great deal about the critic himself in the process.
One of his main concerns is what he calls, in his discussion of Edith Södergran, the very mysteriousness of
human existence. Time and again, Gustafsson emphasizes the enigmatic, arcane aspects of life in his
analyses. In contrast, his vocabulary and approach also bespeak a constant interest in science and technology.

In his introduction, Robert T. Rovinsky, the volume’s translator, presents examples of Gustafsson’s various
thematic interests as voiced in his poems, several of which are translated here for the first time. While “The
Machines” explores his theory of people as automatons and “Conversation between Philosophers” his
linguistic pessimism, Gustafsson’s work as a whole shows his enchantment with its major theme: the
intrinsic mystery of life.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Linton:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Forays into Swedish Poetry has been making you
to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages
for you. The publication Forays into Swedish Poetry is not only giving you much more new information but
also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship while using book Forays into Swedish Poetry. You never experience lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Curtis Dugan:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Forays into Swedish Poetry is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Pauline Bardwell:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Forays into Swedish Poetry book is readable through you who hate the perfect
word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Forays into Swedish
Poetry content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Forays
into Swedish Poetry is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

George Hoffman:

This Forays into Swedish Poetry usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Forays into Swedish Poetry can be among the great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that maybe
will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Forays into Swedish Poetry
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that
we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.
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