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"If one organization is synonymous with keeping hope alive, even as a faint glimmer in the darkness of a
prison, it is Amnesty International. Amnesty has been the light, and that light was truth—bearing witness to
suffering hidden from the eyes of the world."—from Keepers of the Flame

The first in-depth look at working life inside a major human rights organization, Keepers of the Flame charts
the history of Amnesty International and the development of its nerve center, the International Secretariat,
over forty-five years. Through interviews with staff members, archival research, and unprecedented access to
Amnesty International's internal meetings, Stephen Hopgood provides an engrossing and enlightening
account of day-to-day operations within the organization, larger decisions about the nature of its mission, and
struggles over the implementation of that mission.

An enduring feature of Amnesty's inner life, Hopgood finds, has been a recurrent struggle between the
"keepers of the flame" who seek to preserve Amnesty's accumulated store of moral authority and reformers
who hope to change, modernize, and use that moral authority in ways that its protectors fear may erode the
organization's uniqueness. He also explores how this concept of moral authority affects the working lives of
the servants of such an ideal and the ways in which it can undermine an institution's political authority over
time. Hopgood argues that human-rights activism is a social practice best understood as a secular religion
where internal conflict between sacred and profane—the mission and the practicalities of everyday
operations—are both unavoidable and necessary.

Keepers of the Flame is vital reading for anyone interested in Amnesty International, its accomplishments,
agonies, obligations, fears, opportunities, and challenges—or, more broadly, in how humanitarian
organizations accommodate the moral passions that energize volunteers and professional staff alike.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Walton:

The particular book Keepers of the Flame: Understanding Amnesty International will bring you to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Keepers of the Flame: Understanding Amnesty
International is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Otto Tejeda:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be examine. Keepers of the Flame: Understanding Amnesty International can be your
answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Carol Smith:

Beside this specific Keepers of the Flame: Understanding Amnesty International in your phone, it might give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village.
It is good thing to have Keepers of the Flame: Understanding Amnesty International because this book offers
to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition
to read it from now!

Eliza Gold:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Keepers of the Flame: Understanding Amnesty
International can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have point that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Keepers of the Flame:
Understanding Amnesty International.
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