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This book examines how light manufacturing can offer a viable solution for Sub-Saharan Africa’s need for
structural transformation and productive job creation, given its potential competitiveness based on low wage
costs and an abundance of natural resources that supply raw materials needed for industries. Based on five
different analytical tools and data sources, the book examines in detail the binding constraints in each of the
subsectors relevant for Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA): apparel, leather goods, metal products, agribusiness, and
wood products. Ethiopia is used as an example, with Vietnam as a comparator and China as a benchmark,
and with insights from Tanzania and Zambia used to draw out lessons more broadly for SSA. The book
recommends a program of focused policies to exploit Africa’s latent comparative advantage in a particular
group of light manufacturing industries – especially leather goods, garments, and agricultural processing.
These industries hold the prospect of initiating rapid, substantial, and potentially self-propelling waves of
rising output, employment, productivity, and exports that can push countries like Ethiopia on a path of
structural change of the sort recently achieved in both China and Vietnam. The timing for these initiatives is
very appropriate as China’s comparative advantage in these areas is diminishing due to steep cost increases
associated with rising wages and non-wage labor costs, escalating land prices, and mounting regulatory
costs. Five features of this book distinguish it from previous studies. First, the detailed work on light
manufacturing at the subsector and product levels in five countries provide in-depth cost comparisons
between Asia and Africa that can be used as a framework for future studies. Second, the book uses a wide
array of quantitative and qualitative techniques to identify key constraints to enterprises and to evaluate firm
performance differences across countries. Third, the findings that firm constraints vary by country, sector,
and firm size led to a focused approach to identifying constraints and combining market-based measures and
select government intervention to remove them. Fourth, the solution to light manufacturing problems cuts
across many sectors: solving the manufacturing inputs problem requires solving specific issues in
agriculture, education, and infrastructure. African countries cannot afford to wait until all the problems
across sectors are resolved. Fifth, the book draws on experiences and solutions from other developing
countries to inform its recommendations.This book will be very valuable to African policy makers,
professional economists, and anyone interested in the economic development, industrialization, and
structural transformation of developing countries.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Santiago:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Light Manufacturing in Africa. All
type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social
media.

Joseph Vest:

The particular book Light Manufacturing in Africa will bring that you the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book
very appropriate to you. The book Light Manufacturing in Africa is much recommended to you you just
read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Darrell Mayo:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for your requirements is Light Manufacturing in Africa this book consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Ruth Vigue:

Beside that Light Manufacturing in Africa in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't always
be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Light
Manufacturing in Africa because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from today!
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