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In this perspective-altering new book, George P. Fletcher asserts that the Civil War was the most significant
event in American legal history, an event that not only abolished slavery and changed the laws of the land
but also created a new set of principles that continues to guide our thinking today. Much as historians and
lawmakers strive to maintain a continuity with the Constitution of 1787, Fletcher shows that the Civil War
presented a rupture not only between North and South but between two visions of the United States. The first
Constitution was based on the principles of peoplehood as a voluntary association, individual freedom, and
republican eitism. The government chosen by We the People sought, above all, to protect the rights of
individuals and to limit the leadership of the nation to a select few. It was a Constitution, moreover, that
accommodated the most undemocratic institution imaginable: slavery. The second Constitution, forged on
the killing fields of Vicksburg and Antietam, articulated in Lincolns visionary Gettysburg Address, and
enacted in the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments, reinvented the United States according to
the principles of organic nationhood, equality of all persons, and popular democracy. Fletcher shows how
these higher principles, though suppressed for decades, shape our sensibilitiestoday in our efforts to expand
the range of those protected as equal under the law, to promote equality in the workplace, to safeguard the
interests of those who are at a competitive disadvantage, to rethink the limits of free speech and of religious
liberty, and to amend the Constitution in the spirit of popular democracy. Written with passion, clarity, and
sweeping historical knowledge, Our Secret Constitution will fundamentally change the way we view our past
and bring new clarity to the issues we confront today.
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From reader reviews:
Janet Roldan:

The knowledge that you get from Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined American Democracy
will be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln
Redefined American Democracy giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this particular Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined American
Democracy instantly.

Alexander Snider:

Hey guys, do you wishesto finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Our Secret
Congtitution: How Lincoln Redefined American Demacracy suitable to you? The particular book was written
by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined
American Democracyis a single of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know
before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you alot of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Carole Garner:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can aso inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this Our Secret Constitution:
How Lincoln Redefined American Demacracy.

Marylouise Potter:

Beside that Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined American Democracy in your phone, it might
give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you can got hereis fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow

small town. It is good thing to have Our Secret Constitution: How Lincoln Redefined American Democracy



because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what
it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have thisin the hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
this? Find this book and read it from currently!
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