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Muthuraj Swamy provides a fresh perspective on the world religions paradigm and 'interreligious dialogue'.
By challenging the assumption that ‘world religions operate as essential entities separate from the lived
experiences of practitioners, he shows that interreligious dialogue isin turn problematic asit is built on this
very paradigm, and on the myth of religious conflict.

Offering a critique of the idea of 'dialogue’ as it has been advanced by its proponents such as religious
leaders and theol ogians whose aims are to promote inter-religious conversation and understanding, the
author argues that this approach is'dlitist’ and that in reality, people do not make sharp distinctions between
religions, nor do they separate political, economic, social and cultural beliefs and practices from their
religious traditions.

Case studies from villages in southern India explore how Hindu, Muslim and Christian communities interact
in numerous ways that break the neat categories often used to describe each religion. Swamy argues that
those who promote dialogue are ostensibly attempting to overcome the separate identities of religious
practitioners through understanding, but in fact, they re-enforce them by encouraging a fal se sense of
separation. The Problem with Interreligious Dialogue: Plurality, Conflict and Elitismin Hindu-Christian-
Muslim Relations provides an innovative approach to a central issue confronting Religious Studies,
combining both theory and ethnography.
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From reader reviews:
John Sanchez;

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Problem with Interreligious Dialogue:
Plurality, Conflict and Elitism in Hindu-Christian-Muslim Relations (Bloomsbury Advances in Religious
Studies). Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how
isimportant the book The Problem with Interreligious Dialogue: Plurality, Conflict and Elitism in Hindu-
Christian-Muslim Relations (Bloomsbury Advancesin Religious Studies). Y ou can add expertise and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book aswell as searching by internet
gadget. Itis called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Joseph Navarro:

Now aday people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each factsthey get. How alot moreto
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
abook can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Problem with Interreligious
Dialogue: Plurality, Conflict and Elitism in Hindu-Christian-Muslim Relations (Bloomsbury Advancesin
Religious Studies) book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Anna Snyder:

The book The Problem with Interreligious Dialogue: Plurality, Conflict and Elitism in Hindu-Christian-
Muslim Relations (Bloomsbury Advances in Religious Studies) has alot associated with on it. So when you
read this book you can get alot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. M cdougal
makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after reading this book.

Christine Brooks:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading areserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book The Problem with Interreligious Dialogue:
Plurality, Conflict and Elitism in Hindu-Christian-Muslim Relations (Bloomsbury Advances in Religious
Studies) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Y our current skill of reading skill is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about
book and reading especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it.
Beside that the guide The Problem with Interreligious Dialogue: Plurality, Conflict and Elitism in Hindu-



Christian-Muslim Relations (Bloomsbury Advancesin Religious Studies) can to be your friend when you're
sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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