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Explores the metafictional strategies of contemporary African novels rather than characterizing them
primarily as a response to colonialism.

The profound effects of colonialism and its legacies on African cultures have led postcolonial scholars of
recent African literature to characterize contemporary African novels as, first and foremost, responses to
colonial domination by the West. In Africa Writes Back to Self, Evan Maina Mwangi argues instead that the
novels are primarily engaged in conversation with each other, particularly over emergent gender issues such
as the representation of homosexuality and the disenfranchisement of women by male-dominated
governments. He covers the work of canonical novelists Nadine Gordimer, Chinua Achebe, NguAgiA wa
Thiong’ o, and J. M. Coetzee, as well as popular writers such as Grace Ogot, David Maillu, Promise Okekwe,
and Rebeka Njau. Mwangi examinesthe novels' self-reflexive fictiona strategies and their potential to
refigure the dynamics of gender and sexuality in Africa and demote the West as the reference point for
cultures of the Global South.

“AfricaWrites Back to Self isasolid contribution ... its emphasis on texts written in local African languages
makes it particularly useful. Its combination of reading established African writers alongside more locally
known authors provides an uncommon insight into East African literature, making it good reading for
scholars wishing to broaden their horizons on various aspects of contemporary African literature.” — H-Net
Reviews (H-Africa)

“Evan Maina Mwangi, drawing from arich selection of contemporary African novels, and attentive to their
local histories, and sensitive to the nuances of linguistic and cultural trand ation, offers a bracing, nuanced,
and yet surprisingly obviousthesis ... AfricaWrites Back to Self is deeply pedagogical ... it reflects not only
on what should be taught, but also on how it should be taught.” — Research in African Literatures

“...Mwangi effectively reinforces the familiar argument that early nationalist texts' metafictional critique of
European discourse about Africa masked profound gender chauvinism ... [d] fine and wide-ranging book.”
— African Studies Quarterly

“...Mwangi is astonishingly well read in English and in several East African languages, and this volume
covers both ‘literary’ and popular writing and novels known regionally as well asinternationally.” —

CHOICE

Evan Maina Mwangi is Assistant Professor of English at Northwestern University and the coauthor (with
Simon Gikandi) of The Columbia Guide to East African Literature in English Since 1945.
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From reader reviews:
Bobby McCabe:

Exactly why? Because this Africa Writes Back to Self: Metafiction, Gender, Sexuality is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you alot of
gains than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique.
So, still want to hold up having that book? If | were you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

LeeErbe

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Africa Writes Back to Self: Metafiction, Gender, Sexuality your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in areserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get just before. The Africa Writes Back to Self: Metafiction, Gender, Sexuality
giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for
your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind will likely
be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Erik Hilyard:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Africa Writes Back to Self:
Metafiction, Gender, Sexuality which is abtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Jeffrey Chambers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And aso you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update with regards to
something by book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra
Africa Writes Back to Self: Metafiction, Gender, Sexuality.
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